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DETAILED ACTION 



Claim Rejections - 35 USC §112 

1. The following is a quotation of the first paragraph of 35 U.S.C. 1 12: 

The specification shall contain a written description of the invention, and of the manner and process of 
making and using it, in such full, clear, concise, and exact terms as to enable any person skilled in the 
art to which it pertains, or with which it is most nearly connected, to make and use the same and shall 
set forth the best mode contemplated by the inventor of carrying out his invention. 

2. Claims 27 is rejected under 35 U.S.C. 1 12, first paragraph, as failing to comply 
with the written description requirement. The claim(s) contains subject matter which 
was not described in the specification in such a way as to reasonably convey to one 
skilled in the relevant art that the inventor(s), at the time the application was filed, had 
possession of the claimed invention. The claim recites "sensing smells around the 
outputting apparatus", which is insufficiently described in the specification. 

3. The following is a quotation of the second paragraph of 35 U.S.C. 112: 

The specification shall conclude with one or more claims particularly pointing out and distinctly 
claiming the subject matter which the applicant regards as his invention. 

4. Claim 26 is rejected under 35 U.S.C. 112, second paragraph, as being indefinite 
for failing to particularly point out and distinctly claim the subject matter which applicant 
regards as the invention. 

5. Claim 26 recites the limitation "wherein the check device" which depends on 
claim 24. There is insufficient antecedent basis for this limitation in the claim. 



Claim Rejections - 35 USC § 102 



Application/Control Number: 10/014,108 Page 3 

Art Unit: 2141 

6. The following is a quotation of the appropriate paragraphs of 35 U.S.C. 102 that 
form the basis for the rejections under this section made in this Office action: 

A person shall be entitled to a patent unless - 

(b) the invention was patented or described in a printed publication in this or a foreign country or in public 
use or on sale in this country, more than one year prior to the date of application for patent in the United 
States. 

7. Claims 24-50 are rejected under 35 U.S.C. 102(b) as being anticipated by 
Kageyama et al (U.S. Patent No. 5,625,757), hereinafter referred to as Kageyama. 

8. Regarding claim 24, Kageyama disclosed an apparatus administrating system 
comprising: an image outputting apparatus having a plurality of functions and a plurality 
of units which are controlled by software (see abstract and figure 35); and an 
administrating apparatus connected with the image outputting apparatus to enable 
information to be transmitted or received between the image outputting apparatus and 
the administrating apparatus (see abstract, column 2, line 64 - column 3, line 5; column 
52, lines 15-24 and column 55, lines 11-41), such that the administrating apparatus is 
enabled to conduct maintenance administration for the image outputting apparatus 
through the network (see abstract and Figure 3); wherein the administrating apparatus 
obtains working information regarding a working condition of the image outputting 
through the network and renews the software controlling the plurality of functions and 
the plurality of units of the image outputting apparatus through the network in 
accordance with the obtained working information so that the plurality functions and the 
plurality of units of the image outputting apparatus are maintained operable in an 
updated state (see column 55, line 57 - column 56, line 20). 
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9. Regarding claim 33, Kageyama disclosed an apparatus administrating system 
comprising: an image outputting apparatus having a plurality of units (see abstract); and 
an administrating apparatus connected with the image outputting such that the 
administrating apparatus is enabled to control the image outputting apparatus through 
the network (see abstract and Figure 3); wherein the image outputting apparatus has a 
function to transmit structural information regarding the plurality of units (see abstract), 
and the administrating apparatus judges at least one of: (i) compatibility between each 
of the plurality of units and the image outputting apparatus, and (ii) compatibility among 
the plurality of units (see column 7, lines 1 1-38). 

10. Regarding claim 44, Kageyama disclosed an apparatus administrating system 
comprising: an image outputting apparatus having a memory to store error log 
information (see column 15, lines 15-22 and column 17, lines 9-24); and an 
administrating apparatus connected with the image outputting apparatus through a 
network such that the administrating apparatus is enabled to control the image 
outputting apparatus through the network (see abstract, management server); wherein 
the administrating apparatus obtains error log information from the image outputting 
apparatus and judges whether or not a malfunction has occurred in the image outputting 
apparatus based on error log information (see column 7, lines 11-38). 

11. Regarding claim 25, Kageyama disclosed a system wherein the image outputting 
apparatus comprises a checking device to check the working condition of the image 
outputting apparatus, and the working information includes check data of the checking 
device (see abstract and column 4, lines 36-61). 



Application/Control Number: 10/014,108 Page 5 

Art Unit: 2141 

12. Regarding claim 28, Kageyama disclosed a system wherein each of the plurality 
of functions and each of the plurality of units of the image outputting apparatus is 
provided with a specified mark for identification and is controlled by specific software, 
and wherein the administrating apparatus obtains working information of each of the 
plurality of functions and each of the plurality of units and renews the software 
separately for each plurality of functions and each of the plurality of units (see column 
55, line 57 - column 56, line 20). 

13. Regarding claim 29, Kageyama disclosed a system wherein the administrating 
apparatus comprises a memory device and stores the working information in the 
memory device (see column 15, lines 15-22 and column 17, lines 9-24). 

14. Regarding claim 30, Kageyama disclosed a system wherein the working 
information stored in the memory device is available from the image outputting 
apparatus (see column 15, lines 15-22 and column 17, lines 9-24). 

15. Regarding claim 31, Kageyama disclosed a system wherein the system 
comprises a plurality of said image outputting apparatuses (see abstract), and wherein 
the administrating apparatus obtains working information with respect to each of the 
plurality of image outputting apparatuses (see column 10, lines 8-24), judges whether or 
not each of the plurality of image outputting apparatus has any abnormality (see column 
10, lines 8-24), and renews the software controlling the image outputting apparatus 
having the abnormality through the network (see column 55, line 57 - column 56, line 
20). 
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16. Regarding claim 32, Kageyama disclosed a system wherein the maintenance 
administration conducted by the administrating apparatus includes improvement work 
and remodeling work for the image outputting apparatus (see column 55, line 57 - 
column 56, line 20). 

17. Regarding claim 34, Kageyama disclosed a system wherein the structural 
information includes a serial number and a version of software controlling the image 
outputting apparatus (see column 26, lines 23-27 and column 50, lines 5-16). 

18. Regarding claim 35, Kageyama disclosed a system wherein the image outputting 
apparatus transmits the structural information to the administrating apparatus when the 
image outputting apparatus is connected to the network (see column 51, line 27 - 
column 52, line 30). 

19. Regarding claim 36, Kageyama disclosed a system where the image outputting 
apparatus transmits the structural information to the administrating apparatus in 
response to a request from the administrating apparatus (see abstract and column 4, 
lines 36-61). 

20. Regarding claim 37, Kageyama disclosed a system wherein the image outputting 
apparatus periodically transmits the structural information to the administrating 
apparatus (see column 34, lines 9-45, periodically watch the printer error). 

21. Regarding claim 38, Kageyama disclosed a system wherein the image outputting 
apparatus transmits the structural information to the administrating apparatus if the 
administrating apparatus needs the structural information (see column 34, lines 9-45 
and column 4, lines 36-61). 
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22. Regarding claim 39, Kageyama disclosed a system wherein when the 
administrating apparatus judges that a compatibility in a version of software between 
each of the plurality of units and the image outputting apparatus is not proper, the 
administrating apparatus controls the image outputting apparatus to download 
compatible software (see column 7, lines 11-38 and column 10, lines 8-24). 

23. Regarding claim 40, Kageyama disclosed a system wherein when the 
administrating apparatus judges that the compatibility in a version of software among 
each of the plurality of unit is not proper, the administrating apparatus notifies the image 
outputting apparatus (see column 7, lines 1 1-38). 

24. Regarding claim 41 , Kageyama disclosed a system wherein the administrating 
apparatus notifies the image outputting apparatus of a software incompatibility, selects 
compatible structure, notifies the image outputting apparatus of the compatible 
structure. 

25. Regarding claim 42, Kageyama disclosed a system wherein the image outputting 
apparatus has a function to transmit to the administrating apparatus structural 
information including at least one of specific ID information, producer-specified 
information (see column 26, lines 23-27 and column 50, lines 5-16), and version 
information corresponding to software installed in the image outputting apparatus (see 
column 26, lines 23-27 and column 50, lines 5-16), and wherein the administrating 
apparatus has a function to judge compatibility of the image outputting apparatus based 
on the structural information received from the image outputting apparatus (see column 
7, lines 11-38). 
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26. Regarding claim 43, Kageyama disclosed a system wherein the image outputting 
apparatus has a function to transmit to the administrating apparatus structural 
information including at least one of specific ID information (see column 26, lines 23-27 
and column 50, lines 5-16), producer-specified information, and version information 
corresponding to each of the plurality of units and each of a plurality of software to the 
administrating apparatus (see column 26, lines 23-27 and column 50, lines 5-16), and 
wherein the administrating apparatus has a function to judge compatibility among the 
plurality of units and the plurality of software (see column 10, lines 8-24), and to 
automatically switch one of incompatible software and an incompatible unit of the image 
outputting apparatus or to change a version of the incompatible software (see column 7, 
lines 11-38 and column 10, lines 8-24). 

27. Regarding claim 45, Kageyama disclosed a system wherein the administrating 
apparatus at least one of changes, revises and updates software controlling the image 
outputting apparatus based on the error log information (see abstract, and column 33, 
line 42 - column 34, line 30 and column 55, line 56 - column 56, line 20). 

28. Regarding claim 46, Kageyama disclosed a system wherein the image outputting 
apparatus transmits the error log information in response to a request of the 
administrating apparatus (see abstract and column 4, lines 36-61). 

29. Regarding claim 47, Kageyama disclosed a system wherein the image outputting 
apparatus transmits the error log information to a request of the administrating 
apparatus when the error log information is required (see abstract and column 4, lines 
36-61). 
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30. Regarding claim 48, Kageyama disclosed a system wherein the image outputting 
apparatus transmits the error log information periodically (see column 34, lines 9-45, 
periodically watch the printer error). 

31. Regarding claim 49, Kageyama disclosed a system wherein the image outputting 
apparatus transmits the error log information when necessary (see column 34, lines 9- 
45 and column 4, lines 36-61). 

32. Regarding claim 50, Kageyama disclosed a system wherein the image outputting 
apparatus transmits the error log information at a timing corresponding to contents of 
the error log information stored in the memory (see column 40, lines 14-25 and column 
34, lines 9-45). 

Claim Rejections - 35 USC § 103 

33. The following is a quotation of 35 U.S.C. 103(a) which forms the basis for all 

obviousness rejections set forth in this Office action: 

(a) A patent may not be obtained though the invention is not identically disclosed 
or described as set forth in section 102 of this title, if the differences between the 
subject matter sought to be patented and the prior art are such that the subject 
matter as a whole would have been obvious at the time the invention was made 
to a person having ordinary skill in the art to which said subject matter pertains. 
Patentability shall not be negatived by the manner in which the invention was 
made. 



34. Claim 26 is rejected under 35 U.S.C. 103(a) as being unpatentable over 
Kageyama in view of Nakamura (U.S. Patent No. 5,970,217). 
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35. Claim 27 is rejected under 35 U.S.C. 103(a) as being unpatentable over 
Kageyama in view of Carew et al. (U.S. Patent No. 3,955,073), hereinafter referred to 
as Carew. 

36. Regarding claim 26, Kageyama teaches the invention as described above. 
However, Kageyama does explicitly not teach a system wherein the check device 
includes sensors for heat, light and pressure in order to detect changes in values of 
predetermined physical characteristics. Nakamura teaches a system wherein the check 
device includes sensors for heat, light and pressure in order to detect changes in values 
of predetermined physical characteristics (see column 1, lines 11-37). It would have 
been obvious to one of ordinary skill in the art at the time the invention was made to 
include the sensors for heat, pressure and light as taught by Nakamura in the system of 
Kageyama, because both Nakamura and Kageyama are from the same field of 
endeavor of printing systems, and by detecting errors with various sensors provides a 
system wherein there is an improved means for if the "recording of image data has been 
performed normally can be judged automatically" (see abstract). 

37. Regarding claim 27, Kageyama teaches the invention as described above. 
However, Kageyama does explicitly not teach a system wherein the check device 
includes a monitor for photographing the working condition of the image outputting 
apparatus, sensing sounds around the image outputting apparatus, and sensing smells 
around the image outputting apparatus. Carew teaches a system wherein the check 
device includes a monitor for photographing the working condition of the image 
outputting apparatus, sensing sounds around the image outputting apparatus, and 
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sensing smells around the image outputting apparatus (see column 3, lines 39-51). It 
would have been obvious to one of ordinary skill in the art at the time the invention was 
made to include the sensors for chemicals and acoustics as taught by Carew in the 
system of Kageyama, because both Carew and Kageyama are from the same field of 
endeavor of printing systems, and by detecting with sensors provide a system that 
provides for improved "automatic analysis and standard automatic data processing 
outputs" (see column 2, lines 3-5). 



Conclusion 

12. THIS ACTION IS MADE NON-FINAL. Applicant is reminded of the extension of 
time policy as set forth in 37 CFR 1.136(a). 

The prior art made of record and not relied upon is considered pertinent to 
applicant's disclosure. 

Kawanabe (2002/0001100) Image processing system, image data processing 
method, and storage medium. 

Boswell (U.S. Patent No. 5,559,933) Distributed enterprise print controller. 

Any inquiry concerning this communication or earlier communications from the 
examiner should be directed to Bradford F. Fritz whose telephone number is 571-272- 
3860. The examiner can normally be reached on 8:00 - 4:30. 

If attempts to reach the examiner by telephone are unsuccessful, the examiner's 
supervisor, Rupal Dharia can be reached on 571-272-3880. The fax phone number for 
the organization where this application or proceeding is assigned is 571-273-8300. 
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Information regarding the status of an application may be obtained from the 
Patent Application Information Retrieval (PAIR) system. Status information for 
published applications may be obtained from either Private PAIR or Public PAIR. 
Status information for unpublished applications is available through Private PAIR only. 
For more information about the PAIR system, see http://pair-direct.uspto.gov. Should 
you have questions on access to the Private PAIR system, contact the Electronic 
Business Center (EBC) at 866-217-9197 (toll-free). 
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